WORLD BENCHREST SHOOTING FEDERATION

Draft Minutes of the Meeting of the country delegates

WBC7 Umeå Sweden

24 July 2003

Prior to the opening of the meeting the chairman invited the two countries bidding for WBC9 to make presentations, which would be voted on later in the meeting.

On behalf of Germany, the Weimar region provided a video presentation which outlined the features of the area and its surrounding environment, followed by a presentation about the range itself. In response to questions, the presenter indicated a good way to arrive was to fly to Frankfurt and then drive to Weimar or fly on to Erfurt which is 30 minutes away. The range will have 25 benches. Accommodation is available ranging upward from 35 euro per night. Shooters may also stay in private homes. No problems are expected with obtaining powders, and the presenter indicated that it was easy to bring firearms into Germany. The shoot program will probably include 5 shot x 300 meter. They are as yet unsure about the time of year.

On behalf of South Africa, the South African BR Federation described its new proposed range on 890ha of land near Cape Town. An overview of Cape Town and its environs was provided. 30 benches will be built and the shoot would be held in April/May or September/October with up to 200 meters available. A bus would be provided to the range. The presenter said the locality was as safe as any other big city. A range of South African powders mirroring the common BR powders could be provided. Alternatively a major importer could specially import powder. Cape Town and South Africa generally was described as very economical to visit.

The chairman thanked the presenters and opened the main meeting. He asked Mr Duckworth to take the meeting minutes.

Attendees:

Chairman:  

Graeme  Smith

United Kingdom
Vince Bottomley

South Africa

Roland  Thomsen, Paul Bowen

Spain


Xavier Besas

France


Herve du Plessis

Germany

Norbert Weigel

Austria


Alfred Troner

Sweden

Torsten Ålstöm

USA


Don Powell, George Kelbly

Russia


Vladislav Lobaev

New Zealand

Kevin Duckworth

Norway

John Flatby, Oystein Stamland

Australia

Stuart Elliot, Fergus Bailey

Luxembourg

Serge Hoss

Minutes of previous meeting. Moved USA, seconded UK that they be accepted. Carried.

Matters arising: The registration of WBSF has not yet taken place 

The chairman called for items of general business and the following were tabled:

Australia

1. Number and nature of medals to be awarded.

2. Inclusion of a nominated delegate for freight reception.

3. Clarification of disqualification.

Sweden

1. Can a group shot in warm-up be eligible for medals and records.

2. What can be done about non-attendees.

Chairman

1. Provision of everyman targets.

2. Length of barrels.

3. Bidding and notification.

4. Relationship with NBRSA.

Austria

1. Why should there only be teams competitons.

2. Why is the manual different from NBRSA.

3. Why 25 bench ranges and not 20.

These items were noted for discussion in the general business section.

Applications for admission

Namibia: 

Proposed South Africa/ Seconded Australia.  Motion carried.

Russia: 

Proposed Australia /Seconded United Kingdom. Motion carried

Luxembourg:  
Proposed France/Seconded Sweden. Motion carried

The chairman welcomed these countries to the Federation.

Report from country hosting next WBC

Don Powell representing the USA discussed the next event. He said that practice would be held on the Saturday and Sunday before the event, to be held at Kelbly’s range in Ohio, the week of September 11, 2005. They will use 40 benches (not using 10 at either end). A banquet will be provided, with a BBQ on Wednesday night and a chicken dinner another night Food for partners will be free. Equipment will be available for sale. Gunsmithing will be available. Recommended accommodation will be advised. On site camping and RV hook-ups are available. He advised that rifle import permits can be lengthy to obtain and could take up to 6 months. A correctly completed form as an example will be provided. They are considering having their own website. In response to a question, George Kelbly said the SuperShoot would not be run in conjunction with WBC.

General business

Moved Australia - Seconded South Africa “That medals be provided for the individual first second and third place winners in the 2 Gun” Carried.

Moved Australia - Seconded South Africa “That the host country provide a nominated person as advisor and receiver of freight” Carried.

Moved Australia - Seconded South Africa “That a whistle be used to indicate the end of shooting, and the commands will be, -Sound of a whistle-Cease Fire. Remove bolts from your rifle and clear the benches please “. Any shots fired before the Commence Fire command and after the whistle will result in the shooter being disqualified from and not taking part in the rest of the days shooting. This applies equally to the warm-up match. Carried 13 votes for 0 against.

Moved Sweden - Seconded USA “That groups fired during warm-up are eligible for small group awards and records” Carried 12 votes for 1 against

Everyman (general use) targets are to be provided and placed so they do not result in flags being in the line of fire. This is to be added to the operating manual.

The minimum barrel length rule is to be enforced.

The chairman discussed the relationship with the NBRSA. He said it appeared that they did not want to support or promote the WBSF. He advised that he would write to Don Creach.

Moved United Kingdom - Seconded Australia “That the WBSF formulates it own rulebook based on the NBRSA rulebook” Carried.

It was resolved that the current medals as provided by Sweden (which include individual 2 Gun) become mandatory for all following events. Carried.

It was resolved that medal winners for aggregates be regarded as world champions for that particular event however this honour does not apply to small group awards. Carried.

Moved Austria - Seconded Germany “That the minimum number of benches required to run a WBC event be 20”
 Lost   2 For   11 against

It was decided that bidding countries must provide bidding information at least 3 months prior to the delegates meeting. Carried.

Vote for 2007 World Benchrest Championship 

A vote was taken on the location of WBC 8. This was won by Germany (Weimar) by 8 to 5. The chairman congratulated Weimar on winning the next event and thanked South Africa for their bid.

Indications of interest 2009

The following countries indicated interest in holding the event in 2009:

Spain

Russia

Australia.

Election of President

Graeme Smith indicated his preparedness to stand again as President.

Nominated: United Kingdom Seconded USA. Mr Smith was elected President for the next two years.

No nominations were received for the secretary position.

It was decided that countries who do not pay their $50 affiliation fee every 2 years will be declared unfinancial and will be unable to shoot at the next event.

The meeting closed at 10:43.

President:




Date:

Discussion Paper No 1

Further Country expansion
The purpose of this discussion is to determine what role and functions, if any, this Federation has in the further development of Benchrest amongst countries who are currently not members of this Federation.

Since 2001 we have seen growth in our countries from 16 to 21. As your President I have seen this as a primary function and have pursued the opportunities as they arise.

I am aware that further opportunities exist in South America (Brazil, Uruguay, Chile) and I have challenged our new country Argentina to endeavour to establish the sport on a more formal basis in that region.

I am aware that Rimfire Benchrest is participated in Poland (per UK 22 Benchrest).

Questions:

Is it the role of the Federation to actively pursue further countries to our membership?
If so, how do we propose to deliver that?
If so, how do we propose to fund such activity?
It may be appropriate that as a new country is identified, a near neighbour is allocated that country by this committee. They would assume the responsibility to act as mentors as they develop the sport.
At the same time, there is a role for the Executive in providing the big picture inputs.   

Discussion Paper No 2

New Country Development / Training
The purpose of this discussion is to determine whether this Federation has a role in supporting / supplying developmental / training opportunities for new countries who have joined our Federation.
Having had the opportunity to assist new countries become members of our Federation, I am conscious that there is a thirst for knowledge in our sport of Benchrest.

Equally there are feelings of inadequacy as to their ability to compete to an acceptable standard. The question is therefore asked whether the Delegates consider the Federation has a role to play in providing developmental training to new countries to ensure their shooters feel sufficiently competent to enter the world scene.
It should not be assumed that new countries are able to access components and equipment in the same way that most of our current members are able to do so, mainly caused by restrictions within their own country.

Again the question needs to be asked how such training can be delivered within the resources of the federation.

Discussion Paper No 3

Payment of Fees

H.2   Responsibility for Payment of Entry Fees:
It is the responsibility of the recognised organisations to ensure the payment of entry fees. Payment by individuals will not be accepted without prior notification from the association involved.

Agenda Item – USA

Above is the current rule in relation to the payment of entry fees to the WBC.

The delegate from the USA has raised concerns from his recent experience from the fact of individuals making entry fee payments (with the knowledge of their Association)

This creates

1) Confusion as to what entries will be received from a country.
2) Additional Bank clearance fees for singular entries.

It is proposed to change the wording as follows

It is the responsibility of the recognised organisations to make entry fee payment in full before the due date on behalf of all shooters from that organisation. Payment will not be accepted from individuals.
Discussion Paper No 4

Use of Reserve Shooters
A.19    Reserves:

It is recognised that countries may wish to have reserves available in the event of difficulties within a group. Subject to range space being available, one official reserve per country may be permitted to participate during the championship. Such reserves however will be unable to have their performance included within the official results, establish records, or receive any official awards or medals. Should the Organising Committee wish to provide some form of unofficial recognition, same will be at their discretion. Full entry fees are payable by all reserves.

A.20   Use of Reserves:

Up until such time as a competitor fires the first shot in an event, they may be replaced by a reserve. Following such first shot in a warm-up match or competition, replacement is not permitted.

Agenda Item – USA

Our USA Delegate has requested the use of Reserves be discussed. There is some concern regarding the use of reserves and the status they may hold in regard to awards etc.

Above are the current rules per the Rule Book. Further clarity may be required.

Discussion Paper No 5

Nationality requirements

A.12   Competitor Accreditation:

Only competitors nominated by their affiliated country/association who have met their financial obligations and who hold that countries citizenship or residency qualification will be accepted.

A.13
Territory or Protectorate:
The recognised National Shooting Association of such territories or protectorates may seek Affiliate membership of WBSF.  For entry to be accepted into a championship, all competitors must have been resident in that territory or protectorate for a minimum of two years.

Agenda Item – President.

Question:  Are the rules as laid out above sufficient to satisfy the needs of the Federation.
Question: How do we deal with individuals who hold dual citizenship, which is more common today than in the past?  Should restrictions be applied as per many other sports where a competitor who competes for one country, cannot compete for another without a formal clearance and a stand-down period?

Discussion Paper No 6

Interim Membership.

Agenda Item - President
The purpose of this discussion is to determine a policy with regards Interim membership.
As new countries express an interest to join our Federation, this is usually accompanied by a request to attend the World Championships. We currently have no provision within our rules to grant such membership. Technically, such membership cannot be granted until the next Delegates meeting which obviates the opportunity for new members to attend. In addition, there have been some issues around legitimacy within their shooting bodies. I have therefore on your behalf, issued Interim Membership to our latest candidates to ensure their participation.
Such actions should be formalised within our rules and propose a new clause

A4.2
Interim Membership:

On the authority of the President of the Federation, Interim Membership may be granted to a new country seeking membership, subject to such action being placed before the next Delegates Meeting for ratification of Full (or Associate) Membership or declinature in accordance with the rules.

In addition approval sought for new form Appendix F Application to join World Benchrest Shooting Federation

Current Rules:
A.2
Recognition of Member Countries:

There is no restriction on the number of countries that may join the World Benchrest Shooting Federation, subject to them meeting the admission criteria established within these rules, fulfilling financial obligations and meeting the appropriate standards of behaviour and sportsmanship.

A country may be expelled and membership cancelled by the delegates attending a meeting duly called and constituted by these rules. Such expulsion will be by a 2/3rd majority ballot of those country delegates present.
A.3   Recognised Body:

It is for each member country, to establish the body within its jurisdiction that will be recognised for participation at any championship conducted under the auspices of the World Benchrest Shooting Federation.

A.4  Types of Membership



A4.1   Full Membership
Each country accepted for membership is entitled to appoint a representative to care for their interests and attend any meetings of the WBSF Delegates Committee.

A4.2   Affiliate Membership

Membership is available per A13 Territory or Protectorate and subject to all other Rules and requirements of these rules.

Appendix F
APPLICATION

TO JOIN

WORLD BENCHREST SHOOTING FEDERATION

...............................................................................................................................................

Section A

Country of Application:

Name of National Association or Organisation:

Postal address:

Telephone Number:


Fax Number:

Email address:

...............................................................................................................................................

Section B

Application is made on behalf of (country)


to join the World Benchrest Shooting Federation. It is understood that interim membership can be granted, subject to the final approval of the Delegates Committee at their next meeting. I acknowledge that we have read and understood the rules of the Federation and understand the obligations and liabilities of such membership

Signed on behalf of applicant:





Date:

...............................................................................................................................................

Section C

The rules of the WBSF require the appointment of a delegate, who will act in the interests of the country, and act as the primary contact between the country and the Federation. In addition, the delegate will be entitled to represent that country at the bi-annual Delegates meeting held at the World Championships and will carry that countries voting rights.

Country Delegate Name:

Postal address:

Phone Number:


Fax Number:


Email address:

Discussion Paper No 7

Resolution of Ties
Agenda Item – President

The purpose of this discussion is to review the rules regarding equal scores. The views of members were sought during the last period, with no clear consensus being obtained.  Attached is a letter previously distributed, in which I made a decision effective this championship. It is for the delegates to confirm our current rules or achieve consensus on a way forward.


C.10    Tie Breaking

A tie is considered to have occurred if two or more competitors have the same measurement for an Individual or Aggregate score.

 Tie breaking procedures will only be applied to groups/aggregates for which Medal/awards presentations will be made.


C.10.a     Individual Group Tie:

In the event of an individual small group tie, the competitor with the highest placed aggregate score for that yardage will prevail.


C.10.b  Aggregate Score Tie.

In the event of an Aggregate tie, then the competitor with the smallest group for that distance will prevail.


C10c   Grand Aggregate Score Tie:

In the event of a Grand Aggregate (event or 2-gun) tie, then the smallest group from each aggregate will be averaged and the smallest result will prevail


C10d   Ties – Final Resolution

In the event that the Tie Breaking procedures do not provide a clear result, then the matter will be resolved by the competitors involved, firing a single 5 shot group, in accordance with standard procedures. The winner will be declared by the shooter achieving the smallest group. The process can be repeated until a winner is found.

WBSF  World Benchrest Shooting Federation

Graeme J Smith 
President

52 Marlborough Crescent, Nelson, New Zealand 

 Phone / Fax +64 3 5447138


Day +64 3 5488566
        Email: MSTH@ts.co.nz
==============================================================================

Country Delegates

Greetings from a  cold South Pacific. I am looking forward to the warmer weather and a new shooting year. I guess in the Northern Hemisphere it is all in reverse and hopefully you have all managed a small group or two over your season.

We are now just one year away from the next World Championship and hopefully you all have your plans underway to make the journey to Ohio.

I have previously sought input from you all in regard to the issue of scoring / resolving ties. Although I have received some feedback this has been pretty minimal and with varying ideas. I am concerned that we do not have an unsatisfactory situation occur again, as we had in Sweden. It is not in our interest to leave this matter unresolved, at least for the coming championship.

As there is no clear direction, it is my decision that we will stay with the proposal as previously distributed ie final resolution of ties will be by shoot off if the rules provide no clear winner.  I hear the concerns that folk may have regarding gear being packed away etc but I am equally sure that if you think you could be that close to a medal you will wait the necessary time. In addition any ties can be resolved at the end of each day.

Please ensure all your shooters who will be attending Ohio are aware of this ruling

I am sure some will wish to debate this matter at our meeting in Ohio and that’s fine. That’s the process.

I look forward to seeing you all again soon, and don’t hesitate to contact me if I can be of any assistance.

Graeme Smith

Discussion Paper No 8
Penalty  Line on Targets.

Agenda Item – President
On a recent visit to Australia I notice targets that had a printed penalty line half way between the business and practise target. (Samples will be displayed at our meeting).

I personally thought this to be a good innovation, and worthy of consideration. Although same may not be of particular interest at World level, it should be encouraged for the benefit of new countries / shooters who are developing benchrest as a sport.

I would propose that each country be encouraged to request such a penalty line be printed on their targets. The Committee could then consider at our meeting in Germany making such a requirement on targets used at events under the control/auspices of the Federation

Discussion Paper No 9
Non-Financial Members

Agenda Item – President

Unfortunately I report that Countries Iceland and Switzerland are not financial and should be removed from our register.

I have made efforts to try and contact these countries but to no avail. 
Should suitable contacts re-appear then we could again consider membership.
Discussion Paper No 10
World Rimfire Benchrest Championship
Agenda Item – President
I have previously given notification, asking members to consider the opportunity to establish a World Event in Rimfire. This aspect of the sport is making progress from what I have been able to determine, with suggestions of a world championship. I believe we should grasp the opportunity now before others are stimulated to take a similar step.
In preparation for this discussion, I wrote to all the current Associations in the USA laying out such a proposal, however must say I have not even had the courtesy of a reply.

In addition I have been in contact with the UK22 Benchrest folk who have been busy developing the sport in Europe and are supportive to such an approach.

If such an approach is supported by the members I resolve that we should:

1) Approve “in principle” the establishment of a World Championship in Rimfire.

2) Establish a sub-committee to consider appropriate rule changes to incorporate the event within our current rule book.
3) Seek expressions of interest from those countries who may wish to host the inaugural event in say 3 years time.

Attached letter sent to USA Associations:

Paper previously circulated
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP - RIMFIRE 

Background: For some time I have had a view that Rimfire competition needs to be promoted as an event within the WBSF. In various parts of the world this is a growing sport, and also aware it is active in countries that currently we have no Centrefire contact. A search of the Benchrest22 website will show countries such as Poland participating. Ultimately somebody will promote or claim a World Championship, so I believe we should take the initiative. I took the opportunity to canvas such an approach on Benchrest Central about 12 months ago and received a number of positive responses, and equally a number of negatives. 

Structure: I have given some thought on how we might structure such an event. An event to be attractive and worth the expense of international travel would need to be of similar length to the current Centrefire event. Rather than go for two weight classes I would propose that we hold a Group Match and a Score event. The object being that competitors could travel with a single firearm.

Match details:  My view would be for a 50 / 100 yd match in accordance with NBRSA Rimfire Rules plus an ARA Target score match.  I know little of ARA and their approval would be required however from this distance it seems to be the most popular format in the US.  Two-Gun could be decided on placings rather than scores.

Rifle Class. My preference would be for the same as NBRSA Custom regulations. This would allow for most Small-bore Rifles to be eligible with a scope fitted. I fully appreciate there is a wide variation used throughout the world on weights etc but Custom which does not restrict the scope and is a good compromise without shooters having to construct rifles that may not be used in their own country. We would be foolish to promote a class system that would not cover most countries current equipment.

Bench Numbers: I would think at this time we could start with a minimum requirement of say 10 – 15 benches and encourage countries that are unable to hold the Centrefire championship. As the sport grows this could be modified.

Program

Day 1

Practise



Day 2
 Practise

Day 3 

50yds Group   5x5

Day 4 
100 yd Group 5x5

Day 5

50 yd Score   2 x 25 Bull Target
Day 6 
50 yd Score    2 x 25 Bull Target
My personal preference would be for a 100yd match on Day 6 but not sure such is generally competed for.

General Rules and Procedures: The WBSF Rules and Operating Manuals would only need minor modification to allow for this event to be held.

At this point this is only a concept and delegates should consider the situation in their own countries and come to Ohio in a position to debate the matter.

Graeme Smith

WBSF  World Benchrest Shooting Federation

Graeme J Smith 
President
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Presidents

National Bench Rest Shooters Assn 

International Benchrest Shooters

United States Rimfire Association

United States Benchrest Association

Rimfire Benchrest Association

American Rimfire Association

American Rimfire Group

UK Rimfire Benchrest Association
Dear Presidents,
I write to you as President of the above Federation. As you will probably be aware, WBSF serves the purpose of conducting International Competition for Benchrest shooters, by the conduct every two years of the World Championships in Centrefire.

At this time we have 20 countries as members of this Federation and we could see three new countries added this year at our meeting in Ohio in September. This will be held during the conduct of the 8th World Championship.

For sometime I have been canvassing the idea of establishing a World Championship in Rimfire. Rimfire competition has been moving forward within the USA but equally importantly in other countries as well. We are in fact aware of countries such as Poland who are active in Rimfire but not Centrefire. As our Federation and its activities are now well established, I feel it is opportune to move our sport forward and cater for the Rimfire shooters. As a secondary point, with the difficulties of firearm ownership becoming more of an issue for all of us, the importance of World events and the status this carries can not be underestimated.

I therefore intend to put before our delegates meeting in September that we endeavour to establish a World Championship in Rimfire Benchrest.  If such a proposal was accepted, there will be a great deal of work to do to make such a proposal a reality, but that should not put us off making the effort.

I appreciate particularly in the USA, that the sport has taken a number of directions, but be assured that it is not the role of the WBSF to interfere in the domestic arrangements of member countries. It will be our function to establish a championship that will provide competition for those that wish to compete on the International stage. Goodwill, co-operation and a desire to grow our sport is what will be required.

Much of the documentation that we have, both on Rules and Conduct of Competitions can be adapted to include Rimfire however there will need to be decisions made at some point as regards Targets, Rifle specifications etc. Should you like a copy, I would be happy to email or post a copy of the current Rules and Competition Manuals. They are reasonably large and it would be advisable to have a Broadband connection to down load from email.

I see the following as some of the fundamentals:

Competition should be held over 6 days (2 Practise, 4 Competition)

Should be Team based.

Should include both Group and Score elements.

Should be available to all countries to bid for the championship with a range capacity of 15 benches. 

Should be a single class event (rifle weight, specs) for ease of international travel.

Should be a class that would encourage development in countries not participating in Benchrest.

This letter is to inform you of my intentions and to seek your support in principle. Equally I am available to answer any questions or concerns you may have. So please feel free to contact me per the above information.

There is no guarantee that our Federation will accept this proposal however we should not let this hinder our endeavours.
I look forward to any response you may have.

Yours faithfully,

Graeme Smith.
Discussion Paper No 11

Tuners – relationship NBRSA

Agenda Item – President.
The founding fathers of our Federation, and whose rules we use as the basis of our own is NBRSA. This item is not a criticism of the USA Delegate Donald Powell. He has done a great job representing the interests of the USA Shooters.

It concerns me however that NBRSA continue to develop/evolve our sport but seem to have no interest in keeping this Federation informed of developments and we seem only able to keep informed by watching developments on Benchrest Central.

It is my understanding that a rule has been adopted:

Muzzle attachments:  A muzzle attachment may be attached to a rifle barrel when used as a tuning device. The rifle, with the attachment in place, must still meet weight requirements.

I note within the NBRSA rules, there is a position on their executive of “European Director” so clearly there is some desire to communicate with the outside world.
Proposed resolution: That this meeting request clarity from the Executive of NBRSA as to how we develop a relationship to ensure the WBSF and its member constituents are kept informed of developments within our sport.
Discussion Paper No 12

Continental Championships
Agenda Item – President

The purpose of this discussion is to consider whether the time is now right to seek expansion of our sport with a number of sanctioned championships events that would serve the purpose of more regular competition amongst our countries, and provide a forum for growth at a secondary level.
We currently have the European Championships which are held on an Annual Basis and the Oceania Championships in the South Pacific held every 2 years.

Would seem to me we could have something like (don’t kick me re the names)

Northern European Championship - Russia, Norway, Finland, Sweden

Southern European Championship – Germany, Great Britain, Luxembourg, Holland
Western European Championship – Spain, Italy, Austria, France

Eastern European Championship – available for our sport to expand into this area

African Championship
- South Africa, Namibia + expansion

South American Championship – Argentina, + other South American Countries

North American Championships – USA, Canada plus expansion

Pacific Championship
 - Japan, Indonesia, New Caledonia, Australia, New Zealand

I would envisage such events would be held 2 yearly, in the off year to the World Championship.

The event be open to all competitors on an individual basis, but there be a Teams Component as per the WBC and only those countries from that region could be counted in the Teams event.

The intention being that the event would circulate amongst the countries of each region.

Such events would provide a direct stimulus to the countries allocated the championship, and increase / develop the relationships within the countries.

APPLICATION

TO HOST

WORLD BENCHREST SHOOTING CHAMPIONSHIP

...............................................................................................................................................

Section A

Country of Application:            SOUTH AFRICA
Proposed Venue:                       KROKODILSPRUIT PRETORIA
Proposed dates of competition:  31st  March 2009 – 4th April 2009

Practise facilities available from:  28th, 29th 30th March 2009
...............................................................................................................................................

Section B

Proposed draft programme of events:

28th  - 30th  March  Official Practice days

31st   March  - 100m Light Varmint

1st April – 100m Heavy Varmint

2nd April – 200m Light Varmint

3rd April – 200m Heavy Varmint

4th April – 300m Heavy Varmint
...............................................................................................................................................

Section C

The following restrictions apply to range use / hours:

From 8h00 – 16h00 

The following accommodation arrangements are proposed:

THERE ARE MANY SAFARI LODGES AND GUEST HOUSES IN THE AREA, AND HOTELS IN THE CITY WHICH IS ABOUT 18KM FROM THE RANGE.  THE ACCOMODATION RANGES FROM BUDGET TO 5 STAR
This application is lodged on behalf of  

THE SOUTH AFRICAN BENCHREST SHOOTING FEDERATION


[image: image1.png]



R.S. THOMSEN

CHAIRMAN SABSF


20th April 2005                                  

World Benchrest Shooting Federation
Australian Proposal for the WBC-10

Delegates,

This is an overview of Australia’s formal bid to host the WBC-10 in 2009. 
The bid will be presented in detail at the delegates meeting of the WBSF in Ohio, September 2005.

We are sending each member country this preliminary information as required by the WBSF. 

This will aid delegates to inform their respective Benchrest communities about Australia’s bid.

Australia is proposing to host the WBC-10 at the benchrest range near Perth in Western Australia. The range itself is located approx 55km (34 miles) to the south of Perth city near a town called Jarrahdale.

Perth is the capital city of the Australian state of Western Australia. The city has a population of approx 1.5 million. It is located on the beautiful Swan River which extends to the port of Fremantle and the Indian Ocean. Perth is a modern, fresh, clean city with a relaxed lifestyle. Being located on the west side of the continent it is the gateway to Australia from Asia, Europe and Africa. It is famous for its parklands and beaches, it’s wineries of the upper Swan and sailing sports. The state of Western Australia covers some 2.5 million square kilometers. It has unique and diverse natural wonders from the rugged beauty of the Kimberly in the north to the massive tall forests of Karri in the south. This places WA as one of the most desirable tourist locations in the world. Australia is a safe, English speaking country with a warm friendly population and agreeable climate.

The benchrest range at Jarrahdale has 25 concrete benches and level ground to 200yds. It has target frames at 50, 100 and 200 yards, covered bench line and reloading areas. The site is part of a larger shooting complex which contains facilities for rifle, shotgun and pistol shooting. There is a clubhouse, showers and toilets, kitchen and presentation facilities. It is situated in a picturesque forest setting 5 km from the town of Jarrahdale.

The planning and organizing committee consists of experienced national and International competitors, officials and scorers. They all have extensive experience in hosting major competitions and registered matches including the WBC-3 held at Brisbane in 1995. The Sporting Shooters Association of Australia (SSAA) is the national association that will host the championships. It is a large organization with a membership well in excess of 100,000 and can demonstrate extensive experience in conducting many major International shooting events and world championships in all shooting disciplines. They are fully supported by local council, local government and State government. The Perth region of Western Australia has been host to many of the worlds major sporting events over a number of years including the World Rally championships (WRC), the Hoppman Cup tennis, many major football events and the America’s Cup yachting to name just a few. The WA state government and tourism office is and has been very supportive of shooting events from local to International level. A World Cup in Shotgun Shooting was held in Perth in 2003.

Transport options include all major international and national hire cars, campervan and coach companies represented from Perth International Airport. Most major airlines fly into Perth. Most European airlines fly to Perth via Thailand, Malaysia or Singapore. South Africa and Japan fly direct. Access to Perth from areas to the east like New Zealand, USA, Canada and South America is via the east coast (Sydney, Brisbane or Melbourne). Perth city has all the accommodation options as would be expected of a major tourism location ranging to 5 stars.

Economical accommodation is located at the city of Armadale to the south of Perth which is approx 20km (12 miles) from the range. It is anticipated most competitors would stay in this region.

Firearms entry and exit permits for Australia will be required as with most other countries of the world. These will need to be obtained in advance. Assistance in these matters will be provided by the organizing committee. All standard commercial and benchrest reloading supplies are available locally including common powders used in benchrest like the ADI/Hodgdon and Vihtavuori range.
The climate of the region in the August/September period could be termed typical Mediterranean with warm days, cool nights and clear air. Possibility of light rain or showers and temperatures range from Max 22ºC (71ºF) to Min 14ºC (57ºF).

Some further information and websites include:

www.countrywide.com.au
www.australia.com
www.ssaa.org.au
www.westernaustralia.com
Stuart Elliott

WBSF delegate for Australia

stuart@actbenchrest.com
_1128780522

